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Walter Zenner (Anthropology, SUNY-Albany) is undertaking an historical study of the development in 
American anthropology of concepts dealing with inter-ethnic and inter-cultural relations, such as acculturation, 
ethnicity, diaspora, hybridization 
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I. The History of Anthropology in the Netherlands Since the 1970s 
Han F. Vermeulen 
University ofLeiden 
In the first part of this review (HAN XXV: 1) some of the older Dutch contributions to the history of 
anthropology were listed. In this concluding part, we shall see how the subdiscipline evolved since the 1970s at 
the hands of the students ofthese initiators. Apart from the volumes by Claessen and Kloos (1975, 1981) already 
mentioned, standard sources are the volume Toen en Thans edited by Bovenkelk et al. (1978); a volume on non-
western sociology edited by Hiisken et al. (1984) and a booklet by van den Muijzenberg and Wolters (1988); a 
special issue of the journal Antropologische Velkenningen edited by Hovens and Triebels (1988); and the recent 
history of 'organised' anthropology by Jan de Wolf (1998). In addition, a dozen doctoral dissertations were 
submitted at the universities ofNijmegen, Utrecht, Amsterdam, and Leiden. 
Historiography of anthropology (part 2) 
The first dissertations on the history of anthropology were defended at the relatively new university of 
Nijmegen, where Leo Triebels included the subject in his introductory courses (1969-70), and in 1976 Anton 
Blok, who had studied at Amsterdam, introduced a course in 'history and theory of anthropology'. A year later 
Ton Lemaire, a critical anthropologist and philosopher, gave a course on Marxist anthropology, followed by 
Albert Trouwborst who gave lectures on British social anthropology and on comparative traditions of research in 
Southeast-Asia and Eastern Africa (frouwborst & Kommers 1988). The first dissertation was by Dirk Lettens, a 
Belgian philologist, on the etlmographic wmk: ofGriaule (1971). Lettens was followed by Jean Kommers (1979), 
on early sources of ethnographic knowledge about the Dutch East Indies in the period 1800-1830, emphasizing 
writings of colonial civil servants as a pre-scientific form of etlmography before its academic institutionalization 
as an academic discipline-a position advocated also in later publications (e.g. 1982, 1996a). Other students who 
gained their doctorates at Nijmegen were Gerlof Verwey (1980, in philosophy), Raymond Corbey (1988, in 
philosophy), Pieter Hovens (1989), and Sjoerd Jaarsma (1990); there is also a dissertation currently in progress 
(cf Willemsen 1998). Hovens was co-editor, with Triebels, of the special issue of Antropologische Verkenningen 
(1988). More recently, Peter Mewkens has published a history of anthropology at Nijmegen (1998). 
At Utrecht, the first theoretical dissertations were submitted by Hans Tennekes (1970) on cultural 
relativism in American anthropology (Engl. edn. 1971) and by Arie de Ruijter on Levi-Strauss' structuralism 
(1977). In the late 1980s Diederick Raven joined the staH: primarily to work on the anthropological study of 
science (1988, 1992). In 1990, Peter Mason received a doctorate for a dissertation on textual and visual 
representations of the Other, concentrating on Europeans ideas about American tribes and races since the fifteenth 
century. That same year Sjoerd Jaarsma and Jan de Wolf attempted unsuccesfully to establish at Utrecht an 
archival and documentation center for the history of anthropology in the Netherlands (ADCHAN). In 1995, 
Raven, de Wolf and Karin Geuijen edited an important volume on Post-Modernism and Anthropology (1995). 
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At Amsterdam, as in Leiden, teaching was divided between non-western sociology and cultural 
anthropology. Wim Wertheim, Andre Kobben, Jeremy Boissevain, and Bob Scholte, later Johannes Fabian, 
stimulated students into critically evaluating past research with the intent to carry out modem fieldwork studies. 
Wertheim wrote on the counter-insurgency tactics of C. Snouck Hurgronje during the colonial war in Aceh 
(1972--on Hurgronje see also van Koningsveld 1988, Kommers 1996b and Trouwborst 1993). With Scholte, 
Wertheim was a formidable factor in internationalizing Amsterdam anthropology into a critically reflexive 
discipline. Two ofhis students, Otto van den Muijzenberg and Willem Wolters, wrote a synopsis of non-western 
sociology, which they dubbed 'historical sociology' (1988; see also Wertheim 1995). Efforts at Amsterdam to 
combine historiographical analysis with fieldwork were undertaken by Peter Pels, whose dissertation (1993) 
studied the interaction between Dutch missionaries and anthropologists in colonial Tanganyika from 1930 to 
1961, and by Oscar Salemink, whose master's thesis on the relationship between ethnography and colonialism in 
Vietnam between 1850 and 1954 (1987) was summarized in a lengthy article in Stocking's volume Colonial 
Situations (1991). Pels and Salemink organized an international seminar on 'colonial ethnographies' held at 
Amsterdam in June 1993, which resulted in a special four-issue volume of HistOiy and Anthrq><>logy (1994). 
Earlier, Pels had published in The Ambiguity of Rapprochem!'!!!t, a volume resulting from a conference on 1he 
interaction between missionaries and anthropologists held at Nijmegen (Bonsen et al. 1990). At Amsterdam, Rob 
van Ginkel is focussing on 'endo-ethn.ography' of Europe (1995, 1997). A historian of Enlightenment 
anthropology is Remco Ensel, who works on morals and ethnology in 1he work ofMartinus Stuart (1994, 1997). 
A 1hesis on early collectors for1he Tropical Museum at Amsterdam was written by Susan Legene (1998). 
At Leiden, introductory courses on 1he 'development of ethnological1heories' were given in the 1970s, 
while advanced students could follow courses on 'anthropological centers' by P.E. de Josselin de Jong and on 
'historical understanding' by G.W. Locher. By 1975 Henri Claessen and Peter Kloos had started their publishing 
efforts to make Dutch anthropology better known abroad, but neither of them gave a special course on history of 
anthropology. The dominant paradigms held at the time (structuralism, evolutionism) allowed for historical 
reflection, but led few to specialize in the history of anthropology itself The general outlook was presentist, to the 
extent that the department would have missed the centennial of its first chair (instituted in 1877), if the occasion 
had not been pointed out by Adam Kuper, recently appointed to the Africa chair. The anniversary lecture was 
held by Locher (1978c). Kuper had already taking an interest in the new subdiscipline and continued to publish 
on the subject while working in Leiden (1976-85). Apart from the university's historian Willem Otterspeer 
(1992) and the historian Paul van der Velde, who specialized in Jacob Haafuer and P.J. Veth (1992-8), five 
anthropologists at Leiden are now working on the subject: Han Vermeulen, specializing in the history of 
anthropology in the Netherlands (1989, 1997) and the formation of ethnography in Germany and Eastern Europe 
during the eighteenth century (1988, 1995, 1996, 1999); Ger van Wengen, now completing a book on the history 
of the National Ethnological Museum at Leiden (founded in 1837); F .R Effert, working for a doctorate on the 
early history of the same museum, after writing about the early career of J.P.B. de Josselin de Jong (1992); 
"Guita working on a doctoral dissertation on early ethnography in Japan (1999);"and Jan van Bremen, 
originally from Amsterdam, who is concentrating on (colonial) anthropology in Japan (1999). 
In addition, scholars from abroad specializing in Indonesia or having an interest in structuralism have 
been studying aspects of the history ofLeiden anthropology, among them de Ruijter (1979, 1981), Moyer (1989, 
1981), Chlenov (1979, 1989), Prager (1994, 1996, 1999), Gray (1995) and Beaufils (1997). Urton (1996) has 
written on Zuidema as an Andeanist offshoot of Leiden. The best of this series is the dissertation of Michael 
Prager at Heidelberg (1996), who analysed Leiden structuralism in terms ofT.S. Kuhn's paradigms. 
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These are only some of the available sources for study. Anthropology in the Netherlands has a strong 
regional focus, but surveys of work done in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and Oceania cannot be mentioned here 
for lack of space. However, a few words must be said about the history of ethnographical museums in the 
Netherlands. There are now nine such museums, which, apart from a rapprochement in the 1950s and 1960s, 
developed in relative isolation of academic anthropology at the six (now five) university departments. The history 
of these museums has been scantily discussed and the primary source is still Duparc (1975). Case histories are 
mostly presented in expensive volumes on 'masterpieces' (van Dongen et al. 1987; Faber et al. 1987; Greub 1988; 
van Duuren 1992; van Brakel et al. 1998), with some exceptions (Ave 1980; van Leur 1987; van Duuren 1990; 
van Dijk 1992; Corbey 1993). Recently, a trend to study collectors has become apparent (Arnoldus-Schrooer 
1998; van Brakel et al. 1996; Legene 1998; Schefold & Vermeulen forthcoming). 
While financial and institutional conditions for research are not favourable in the Netherlands (none of 
the people mentioned holds a position in the subject as such, and there are no specialized research institutes) 
interest in the history of anthropology is considerable. At the recent conference held at Amsterdam to celebrated 
the centenary of the Netherlands Anthropological Association, 32 of 94 papers (in three panels) dealt with the 
history of anthropology in the Low Countries. There was also a festival ofhistoric ethnographic films, a special 
exhibition on 'one hundred years of studying culture' at the Tropical Museum, and a book published on a centuiy 
of associational activities (de Wolf 1998). 
References Cited 
[Because of space limitations, it has not been possible to include entries for all of the sources mentioned. When 
our website is operational at htq?//anthro.spc.uchicago.edu/:-gwsjr/han/, we plan to include a full bibliography, 
including the entries from the first installment of this essay,. which appeared in HAN XXV: 1] 
Bonsen, Roland, Hans Marks and Jelle Miedema (eds.) 
1990 The Ambiguity of Rapprochement. Reflections of Anthropologists on their Controversial Relationship 
with Missionaries. Special issue ofFocaal (Nijmegen). 
Bovenkerk, Frank 
1978 with H.J.M. Claessen, B. van Heerikhuizen, A.J.F. Kobben, N. Wtlterdink (eds.), Toen en Thans. De 
sociale wetenschappen in de jaren dertig en nu. Baarn: Ambo. 
Bremen, Jan van 
1999 and A. Shimizu (eds.), Anthropology and Colonialism in Asia and Oceania. Richmond: Curzon .Press. 
Corbey, Raymond 
1988 De mens een dier? Scheler, Plessner en de crisis van het traditionele mensbeeld. Dissertation Nijmegen. 
1993 Ethnographic Showcases, 1870-1930. Cultural Anthropology, 8(3): 338-369. 
Duparc, F .J. 
1975 Een eeuw strijd voor Nederlands cultureel erfgoed (1875-1975). 's-Gravenhage: Staatsuitgeverij. 
Eifert, F .R. 
1992 J.P.B. de Josselin de Jong: Curator and Archaeologist. A Study of His Early Career (1910-1935). 
Leiden: Centre ofNon-Western Studies. 
Remco 
1997 Schedellezen. Een verlicht beschavingsdebat over de belichaamde natuur van de mens. Amsterdams 
Sociologisch Tijdscb!ill, 24(3-4): 438-463. 
12 
Rob van 
1997 Ethnologia Neerlandica. In: van Ginkel, Notities over Nederlanders. Antropologische reflecties. 
Meppel/Amsterdam: Boom, pp. 199-123. 
Husken, Frans 
1984 with Dirk Kruijt & Philip Quarles van Ufford (eds.), Trends en tradities in de ontwikkelingssociologi.e. 
Muiderberg: Dick Coutinho. 
Hovens, Pieter T.F. 
1988 with L.F. Triebels (eds.), Historische ontwikkelingen in de Nederlandse antropologie. Special issue of 
Antropologische 7(1/2). 
1989 Herman F.C. Ten Kate Jr. (1858-1931) en de antropologie der Noord-Amerikaanse Indianen. 
Dissertation Nijmegen. Meppel: Krips Repro. 
1991 Biographies of H.F.C. ten Kate, J.H.F. Kohlbrugge, L. Serrurier, Ph.F. von Siebold, C.C. Uhlenbeck 
and P .J. Veth. In: C. Winters ( ed. ), International Dictionary of Anthropologists. New Y oik: Garland. 
Jaarsma, Sjoerd R. 
1990 Waarneming en internretatie. Vergaring en gebruik van etnografische infonnatie in Nederlands Nieuw-
GWnea (1950-1962). Dissertation Nijmegen. Utrecht: ISOR. 
1991 with Jan J. de Wolt: Biographies of J. van Baal, J.J. Fahrenfort, H.Th. Fischer, G.J. Held, J.P.B. de 
Josselin de Jong, F.C. Kamma, A.C. Kruyt, W.H. Rassers, S.R. Steinmetz, B.A.G. Vroklage S.V.D., 
G.A. Wilken. In: C. Winters (ed.), International Dictionary of Anthropologists. New Yoik: Garland 
1993 'More Pastoral than Academic ... 'Practice and Purpose of Missionary Ethnographic Research (West 
New Guinea, 1950-1962). Anthropos, 88: 109-133. 
Kommers, Jean H.M. 
1979 Besturen in een onbekende wereld. Het Europese binnenlands bestuur in Nederlands-Indie: 1800-1830. 
Een antropologische studie. Dissertation Nijmegen. Meppel: Krips Repro. 
1982 Antropologie avant-la-lettre: enige gedachten over de geschiedenis van de etnografie. Nijmegen: Sociaal 
Antropologische Cahiers 7. 
1996a Koloniale etnografie en antropologie. Tydskcrifvir Nederlands en Afrikaans, 3(2): 196-218. 
1996b SnouckHurgronje als koloniaal etnograaf: De Atjehers (1893-1894). Sharqiyym, 8(2): 87-115. 
Koningsveld, P. Sjoerd van 
1988 Snouck Hurgronje en de Islam. Acht artikelen over Ieven en weik van een orientalist uit het koloniale 
tijdpeik. Leiden: Documentatiebureau Islam-Christendom. 
Legene, Susan 
1998 De bagage van Blomhoff en Van Breugel. Japan, Java. Tripoli en Suriname in de negentiende-eeuwse 
Nederlandse cultuur van het imperialisme. Dissertation Rotterdam. Amsterdam: KIT Uitgeverij. 
Lemaire, Ton 
1976 Over de waarde van kulturen. Een inleiding in de kultuurfilosofie: tussen europacentrisme en relativisme. 
Baarn: Ambo. 
Lettens, Dirk A. 
1971 Mystagogie et mystification. Evaluation de !'oeuvre de Marcel Griaule. Dissertation Nijmegen. 
Bujumbura (Burundi): Presses Lavigerie. 
Mason, Peter G. 
1990 Deconstructing America. Representations ofthe Other. London:Routledge (dissertation Utrecht 1990). 
1994 From Presentation to Representation: Americana in Europe. Journ. History of Collections, 6(1 ): 1-20. 
Meurkens, Peter C.G. 
1998 Vragen omtrent de mensheid. Culturele antropo1ogie in Nijmegen (1948-1998). Aalten: Fagus. 
13 
Muijzenberg, Otto D. van den 
1988 with Willem Wolters, Congmtualizing Development: The Historical-Sociological Tradition in Dutch 
Non-Western Sociology. Dordrecht: Foris Publications for Centre for Asian Studies Amsterdam. 
Otterspeer, Willem 
1992 De wiekslag van hun geest: de Leidse universiteit in de negentiende eeuw. Dissertation Leiden. Den 
Haag: Stichting Hollandse Historische Reeks. 
Prager, Michael 
1996 Strukturale Anthropologie in Leiden, 1917-1956. Ursprung und Entwicklung eines wissenschaftlichen 
Forschungsprogramms. Dissertation Heidelberg. 
1999 Crossing Borders, Healing Wounds: Leiden Anthropology and the Colonial Encounter (1917-1949). In: 
J. van Bremen & A Shimizu (eds.), pp. 326-361. 
Pels, Peter 
1994 with Oscar Salemink, Five Theses on Ethnography as Colonial Practice. In: P. Pels and 0. Salemink 
(eds.), Colonial Ethnographies. Special Issue ofHistory and Anthropology, 8(1-4): 1-34. 
1997 The Anthropology of Colonialism: Culture, History, and the Emergence of Western Govemmentality. 
Annual Review of Anthropology, 26: 163-183. 
1998 A Politics of Presence. Contacts between Missionaries and Waluguru in Late Colonial Tanganyika. 
Chur/New York: Harwood (orig. dissertation Amsterdam 1993). 
Raven, Diederick W. 
1988 On the Edge of Reality. Dissertation Utrecht. 
1995 with K. Geuijen and J. de Wolf (eds.), Post-Modernism and Anthropology: Theory and Practice. Assen: 
VanGorcum. 
Ruijter, Arie de 
1977 Claude Levi-Strauss. Een systeemanalyse van ziin antropologisch werk. Dissertation Utrecht. Utrecht: 
ICAUMededelingen 11. 
1979 Een speurtocht naar het denken. Een inleiding tot het structuralisme van Claude Levi-Strauss. Assen: 
VanGorcum. 
Salemink, Oscar 
1991 Mois and Maqyis: The Invention and Appropriation of Vietnam's Montagnards from Sabatier to the 
CIA. In: G.W. Stocking, (ed.), Colonial Situations. Madison, WI: U. ofWisconsin Press, pp. 243-284. 
Schefold, Reimar & Han F. Vermeulen (eds.) 
n.d.. Treasure Hunting. Collectors and Collections of Indonesian artefacts (forthcoming). 
Tennekes, Johannes 
1971 Anthropology: Relativism and Method. An Inquiry into the Methodological Principles of a Science of 
Culture. Assen: Van Gorcum (orig. dissertation Utrecht 1970). 
Trouwborst, Albert A 
1993 De Atjehers van Snouck Hurgronje. Arnhem: Stichting Vrienden van Bronbeek. 
1998 Van Arctic tot Pacific. Herinneringen aan 25 jaar culturele antropologie in Nijmegen (1964-1989). 
Nijmegen: Culturele en Sociale Antropologie. 
Urton, Gary 
1996 R. Tom Zuidema, Dutch Structuralism, and the Application of 'The Leiden Orientation' to Andean 
Studies. In: G. Urton (ed.), Journal of the Steward Anthropological Society, 24(1-2). 
Velde, Paul G.E.I.J. van der 
1992- with J.A de Moor (eds.), De werken van Jacob Haafner. Zutphen: Walburg Pers (Werken van de 
Linschoten Vereeniging 91-). Thus far 3 vols. have appeared. 
14 
1993 The Indologist P.J. Veth (1814-1895) as Empire-Builder. In: R Kirsner (ed.), The Low Countries and 
Beyond. Los Angeles: University Press of America, pp. 55-67. 
1995 The Royal Dutch Geographical Society and the Netherlands Indies. From Colonial Lobby to Colonial 
Hobby. In: M.Bell, RButlin & MHeffeman, eds., Geography and .l:mperialism. Manchester U. Press. 
Vermeulen, Han F. 
1995 Origins and Institutionalization of Ethnography and Ethnology in Europe and the USA, 1771-1845. In: 
H.F. Vermeulen and A Alvarez Roldan (eds.), Fieldwork and Footnotes. Studies in the History of 
European Anthropology. London: Routledge, pp. 39-59. 
1996 Taal-. land- en volkenkunde in de achttiende eeuw. Leiden: Oosters Genootschap in Nederland 23. 
1997 Van Instituut voor CA en SNWV tot Vakgroep CA/SNWS (1955-1997). Professionalisering van de 
antropo-sociologie in Leiden. In: H.J.M. Claessen & H.F. Venneulen (eds.), Veertig jaren onderweg. 
Leiden: DSWO Press, pp. 13-52. 
Verwey, Gerlof 
1985 Psychiatry in an Anthropological and Biomedical Context. Philosophical Presuppositions and 
Implications of German Psychiatry. 1820-1870. Dordrecht: Reidel (orig. dissertation Nijmegen 1980). 
Wertheim, Wun F. 
1972 Counter-Insurgency Research at the Tum of the Century: Snouck Hurgronje and the Aceh War. 
Sociologische Gids, 
1995 The Contribution of Weberian Sociology to studies of Southeast Asia. Journal of Southeast Asian 
Studies, 26(1): 17-29. 
Willemsen, Marie-Antoinette 
1998 In Memoriam Jilis AJ. Vemeijen SVD (26 March 1908-25 April1997): A Collector's Life. Bijdragen 
totdeTaal-. Land-enYolkenkunde, 154(1): 1-19. 
Winkel, Margarita 
1999 Academic Traditions, Urban Dynamics and Colonial Threat: The Rise of Ethnography in Early Modem 
Japan. In: J. van Bremen & A Shimizu (eds.), 40-64. 
Wolf, Jan J. de 
1998 Eigenheid en samenwerking. Honderd iaar antropologisch verenigingsleven in Nederland. Leiden: KITL V 
ll. Recent Dissertations (Ph.D. except where otherwise indicated) 
Richard Delisle (University ofWitwatersrand,l998), "The field ofhuman evolution within evolutionary 
biology and anthropology: Historical and epistemological analyses since inception" -consisting of nine papers 
published or in press. 
Sarah Froning [Deleporte] (perio2@aol.com) completed a masters' thesis entitled "The exhibition of 
Native North Americana in France, 1492-1992, from the royal Cabinet de Singularitez to 'A Ia recontre des 
Ameriques at the Musee de l'Homme in Paris"' (Sorbonne, 1995) 
lll. Recent Work by Subscribers 
[Except in the case of new subscribers, for whom we will include one or two orienting items, "recent" is taken to 
mean within the last two years. Please note that we do not list "forthcoming" items. To be certain of dates and 
page numbers, please wait until your works have actually appeared before sending offprints (preferably) or 
citations in the style used in History of Anthropology and most anthropological journals] 
15 
